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VOLUNTEER NEWS 
 

 

 
 
 

We LOVE our Volunteers!  
While the incredible challenges of 2020 cut our Volunteer “numbers” for 
the year in half…Park & Recreation and our many friends and neighbors 

benefitted from 2295 Volunteers generously giving more than  
16,600 HOURS during 2020! THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS!  

 

Let’s get 2021 off to a GREAT START: 
• Sign up for one of the events listed in this newsletter 
• Snap a picture in your favorite Park, Nature Preserve or Greenway for the Winter 

Photo Contest - see Page 2, you could win a goodie bag filled with Park & Rec swag! 
• Join us for one (or more!) of our Saturday projects, coming soon! 
• Schedule a group project for your company, church, school, Scout troop, 

university, neighborhood association or community group, BEGINNING IN MARCH!  

 
 
 
 

 

 

DUE TO THE CURRENT COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTIVE, GROUP 
VOLUNTEER PROJECTS ARE “ON HOLD” UNTIL THE END OF FEBRUARY! 
Watch for updates…We are ALL eager to get back out in the Parks, but we need to 

wait a little longer for groups to come – THANK YOU to everyone who wants to help!  

Our top priority will always be the SAFETY of our patrons, volunteers, and staff! 

SEE PAGE 2 FOR A NEW WAY THAT YOU CAN HELP NOW!  

mailto:VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
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Do you carry a plastic grocery bag with you everywhere? Do you collect the papers, bottles, cans, and 

Styrofoam that storms and people leave behind? Do you LOVE your Parks and want to help care for the 

environment? If you answered YES, YES, YES, then you are a PARK PICKER, and we’d like to THANK YOU!  

CLICK on the “I’m a PARK PICKER” link below and answer a few quick questions, so that we can see 

WHERE you helped out and HOW MANY bags of litter you picked up! Post a photo and you may see yourself 

on our Instagram account (@meckparkrec).  

P.S. – PLEASE stay safe in the Parks while you’re “picking” – ALWAYS wear gloves, and NEVER handle 

anything sharp or hazardous! THANK YOU for being a PARK PICKER! 

I'm a PARK PICKER! 
 

            CALLING ALL SHUTTERBUGS!  

We want your WINTER photos… 

➢ TAKE PHOTOS of animals, birds, trees, plants and flowers, scenic views, and your 

favorite places. 

➢ UPLOAD your photos TO THIS LINK  - make sure you upload a high-resolution 

photo (“original size”) for the best quality! Be sure to enter contact information so 

that we know who you are, because… 

➢ YOU MAY WIN a Park & Recreation goodie bag in our Winter Photo Contest   

and have your photo highlighted on our social media! Enter by February 10! 

 

Are you a Nature-Lover? VOLUNTEER AT A NATURE CENTER! 
We are always looking for dedicated Volunteers to help in our Nature Centers! 

There are a variety of opportunities to Volunteer – contact Volunteer Services or your favorite Nature 
Center to see if YOU can help! 

 

➢ QUEST (at Latta Nature Preserve), 6211 Sample Road, Huntersville, 28078 
   CONTACT: Anjoli.Reynolds@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov 

➢ Reedy Creek Nature Center, 2900 Rocky River Road, Charlotte, 28215 
   CONTACT: Jose.Chavez@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov  

➢ McDowell Nature Center, 15222 South York Road, Charlotte, 28278 
   CONTACT: Melissa.OLenick@MeckNC.gov  

➢ NEW! Stevens Creek Nature Center, 15700 Thompson Rd, Mint Hill, 28227 
   CONTACT: Kristen.Haas@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov   
 
Note that many of these roles require an ongoing time commitment and additional training: 

- Animal Care Assistant – Basic or Advanced 
- Visitor Services – Greet visitors; help maintain exhibits, etc. 
- Docent – Trained in animal handling; assist with Nature Center programs and events; etc. 
- Grounds Volunteer – Various tasks in outdoor areas around Nature Center  

mailto:VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
https://mecklenburgcounty.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1FCVYzB74wr9uDQ
https://mecklenburgcounty.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0krCXg2VvIz8c4d
mailto:Anjoli.Reynolds@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov
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 “Weed Warriors” at McDowell Nature Preserve 
  

WANTED: Invasive plant Elaeagnus sp. – A.K.A. Silverberry!  
REWARD: Protection of McDowell Nature Preserve's native species  

and natural communities! 
LAST KNOWN LOCATION:  

McDowell Nature Center, 15222 South York Road, Charlotte, 28278 
  

Meet the staff at McDowell Nature Center to connect with people and nature, all while making a positive 
difference in the community by removing invasive plant species! Come prepared to cut down small shrubs with 
provided hand tools.  

• Please bring your own sunscreen, bug spray, water bottle and snacks.  

• Dress appropriately to be working outdoors for 2.5 hours; closed-toe shoes are required! Please bring 
your own work gloves and face covering.  

• Volunteers 12 years old and up are welcome - Anyone under the age of 16 MUST be accompanied by a 
parent/adult at all times. 

• Dates/Times:   
▪ Saturday, March 27 – 9:30am-12:00 
▪ Saturday, April 24 – 9:30am-12:00 

 

You must register for Weed Warriors at this link: 
Park and Recreation Volunteers: Weed Warriors at McDowell Nature Preserve 

 

Contact Ariel.Lowery@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov if you have questions! 
 

 

>>>> SIGN UP NOW!  

TRASH TRACKERS!  
Explore a different location each month while you connect with people and nature, all the while 
making a positive difference in our community by removing trash from our Nature Preserves and 
Parks! Each cleanup project will take place from 10:00am to 12:00. Volunteers will be equipped with 
litter pick-up sticks and/or gloves. Maximum 10 Volunteers per date – anyone under the age of 16 
MUST be accompanied by a parent/ adult.  

- Wear long pants and sleeves; closed-toe shoes are required! 
- Bring your own face covering, water bottle and snacks.  

DATES:  
Friday, March 19 – Berryhill Nature Preserve, 10334 Walkers Ferry Rd, Charlotte, 28278 
Friday, April 23 – Freedom Park, 1908 East Blvd, Charlotte, 28203 
Friday, May 28 – McDowell Nature Preserve, 15222 York Rd, Charlotte, 28278 

Pre-registration is required, no walk-ups will be accepted! 
REGISTER AT THIS LINK: Park & Recreation Volunteers: TRASH TRACKERS 

Contact Ariel.Lowery@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov if you have questions! 
 

      SCOUTS – Park & Recreation continues to accept limited Scout project proposals, 

on a case-by-case basis – contact VolunteerServices@MeckNC.gov for information.  
Project information is posted on www.parkandrec.com > Volunteering 

mailto:VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050449afaf2aa1fb6-weed1
mailto:Ariel.Lowery@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050449AFAF2AA1FB6-trash
mailto:Ariel.Lowery@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov
mailto:VolunteerServices@MeckNC.gov
http://www.parkandrec.com/
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 “A WALK IN THE PARK” Cleanup Projects 
Sign up today to help keep your favorite Park or Greenway clean and healthy                     
by picking up litter! A great way to spend an hour at lunchtime on Tuesdays, 
11:00am-12:00, getting outdoors and helping in your community.  

REGISTER AT THIS LINK: 

Park & Recreation Volunteers: SPRING WALK IN THE PARK CLEANUPS 
➢ Registration is limited to 20 Volunteers per date – EVERY VOLUNTEER MUST PRE-REGISTER!  
➢ Volunteers should plan to bring their own work gloves, face coverings and water supply – All 

current distancing and health directives will be followed.  
➢ An email will be sent to all Volunteers the day before the cleanup date, with details about 

parking, what to bring, what to wear, etc. *Cleanup/Parking locations subject to change! 
➢ Volunteers should be at least 10 years old; anyone under the age of 16 must be accompanied 

by an adult who is at least 21 years old.   
If you have questions, or if you have a group who would like to help on a different day/time, please 
contact the Park & Recreation Volunteer Coordinator at Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov.  
 

UPCOMING DATES @ LOCATIONS:  
o March 2 @ Park Road Park, 6220 Park Road 28210 

o March 9 @ Nevin Community Park, 6000 Statesville Road 28269 

o March 16 @ Howie Acres Park, 4200 Redwood Avenue 28205 

o March 23 @ Lower McAlpine Creek Greenway, 11823 Johnston Road 28226 

o March 30 @ Camp Greene Park, 1221 Alleghany Street 28208 

o April 6 @ Kirk Farm Fields (Greenway), 210 E Mallard Creek Church Road 28262 

o April 13 @ Evergreen Nature Preserve, 1336 Norland Road 28205 

o April 20 @ Little Sugar Creek Greenway/Cordelia Park, 624 Parkwood Ave 28205 

 

SATURDAY PARK PROJECTS ARE HERE! 
Open for public signup – REGISTER AT THIS LINK: 

Park and Recreation Volunteers: Spring Saturday Park Projects 

Sign up TODAY to help keep our Parks clean and beautiful! 
Volunteers will benefit their community and the environment – and support Park & Recreation staff! – by 
cleaning up litter and debris, picking up tree limbs, etc. All Saturday projects are 9:00am – 11:00am 

❖ Volunteers 12 years old and up are welcome; anyone under the age of 16 MUST be accompanied by a 
parent/adult at all times.  

❖ Please bring your own work gloves, face covering and water supply – for health and safety.  
❖ Register no later than the Wednesday before each date – a confirmation email with additional details 

will be sent to all registrants on Thursday.  
Park & Recreation staff will meet the Volunteers to review safety guidelines and give instructions. *Project dates 
and/or locations are subject to change. We’ll see you in the Parks!  

❖ Saturday, March 6 – Mason Wallace Park, 7301 Monroe Road, 28212  
❖ Saturday, March 13 – Jetton Park, 19000 Jetton Road, Cornelius, 28031  
❖ Saturday, March 20 – Anita Stroud Park, 2215 Double Oaks Road, 28206 
❖ Saturday, March 27 – Eva Barber Park, 301 Cromer Street, 28216 

Questions?  Please contact Karen Howard at 980-314-1046 or Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov   

mailto:VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050449AFAF2AA1FB6-fall
mailto:Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050449afaf2aa1fb6-spring
mailto:Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov
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Volunteer Opportunities for Groups 
Contact us NOW to schedule projects for Spring – March-June! 

We are happy to place projects on the calendar well ahead of time 😊  
Bring YOUR group out to help keep our Parks, Greenways and Nature Preserves looking 
their very best! We welcome any group: businesses, churches, Scouts, neighborhoods, 
fraternities/sororities, students, civic groups, groups of friends, etc.   
➢ Visit www.parkandrec.com to find a Park, Greenway or Nature Preserve location that will 

be convenient for your Volunteers.  
➢ We prefer to schedule Volunteer projects during the morning on Tuesday, Wednesday, or 

Thursday, if possible. We can work with you if you need a different day or time!   
➢ Park & Recreation staff will meet your group, to review safety guidelines and get you 

started.  
➢ Contact us with a preferred date for your project – 2 weeks out, please! – and an 

estimated number of Volunteers, including how many adults and youth, if applicable.  
➢ Volunteers should plan to bring their own work gloves, water supply and face coverings.  
➢ Volunteers are expected to follow all current distancing and safety directives! 
➢ For Youth Volunteers: There must be at least 1 adult per 10 youth/teens; Volunteers 

should be at least 10 years old.  

Contact Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov for more information and to schedule a date! 
 
 
 

We LOVE our Volunteers, and we want to make it EASY for you to come and help your community! Here 

are a few tips for you…THANK YOU for taking the time to support YOUR Park & Recreation Department! 

Contact VolunteerServices@MeckNC.gov to receive the application link, if needed. 
 

 YOU DO NOT NEED TO ENROLL/SUBMIT A VOLUNTEER APPLICATION: 
- For one-day events or projects 
- For helping with a program ONE time (Example: chaperoning ONE field trip for an after-school program) 

YOU MUST ENROLL/SUBMIT A VOLUNTEER APPLICATION: 
- To be a Coach for any sport 
- To enter the Master Naturalist or 4-H/Cooperative Extension training programs.  
- To assist with an ongoing program on a regular basis, IN PERSON OR VIRTUALLY (Example: tutoring once 

a week; teaching ESL) 
 

Please contact VolunteerServices@MeckNC.gov if you are not sure whether or not you 
need to enroll for a volunteer project, event or program. We are happy to assist you! 

mailto:VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
http://www.parkandrec.com/
mailto:Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov
mailto:VolunteerServices@MeckNC.gov
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Volunteer Services Program Mission Statement  
 

1. To assist Mecklenburg County Park & Recreation Department staff in providing services needed to 
offer quality recreation and leisure services to the community by:  

•  Supporting direct services provided to the public by salaried department staff.  

•  Supplementing internal support service functions, including maintenance, clerical, 
administrative and similar tasks.  

2. To provide the residents of Mecklenburg County opportunities for community involvement and to 
increase their awareness of the Department’s responsibilities, facilities and services.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

➢ Check us out on Facebook for videos, announcements, stories and MORE > > 

https://www.facebook.com/MeckParkRec/ - PLEASE LIKE AND SHARE US! 

➢ Follow us on Twitter @meckparkrec or Instagram meckparkrec 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

CONTACT US! 

For more information on volunteering for any of our programs or 
projects, please contact: 
 

    Karen Howard at 980-314-1046 
     Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov  
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Volunteers under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent/adult     

who is at least 21 years old. 
*Volunteers working with Therapeutic & Inclusive Recreation Services (TIRS)  

must be at least 18 years old. 

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! 

mailto:VOLUNTEERSERVICES@MECKNC.GOV
https://www.facebook.com/MeckParkRec/
mailto:Karen.Howard@MeckNC.gov

